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St. Mary’s Mission

To share the gifts God has entrusted us by “being Christ to one 
another” through welcoming, comforting, healing and teaching in 
loving service of our brothers and sisters, mindful of His unconditional 
love for all His children.

In other words, bring people to Christ.
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Why are we here?

Discuss an opportunity to better achieve our mission

• Increase number of new parishioners

• Improve financial position
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Opportunity
What will enable us to fulfill St. Mary’s mission?
ChaseRe, a Catholic developer, has proposed to develop a high-end 
apartment building along Wacouta and 9th, partly on St. Mary’s current 
property.
Their proposal includes the swapping of land so that the net effect is 
St. Mary’s will have 0.25 acre less land out of 1.33 acres.

St. Mary’s will receive:
• Parking spaces that are directly adjacent to the church
• Tax-free cash transaction
• $10,000 to update our monument on the corner of Wacouta and 8th

• 2 underground heated and secure parking spaces for the priests
• Resurfaced parking lot
• Managed parking lot rentals with revenue stream guaranteed for the next 30 years with annual increases
• Shared cost of snow-plowing
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Current Situation - Summary

• St. Mary’s attendance and membership on the decline
• Aging parish (not attracting younger parishioners)
• Critical financial situation
• Large donations are down significantly
• Parish sustainability is at risk
• A limited number of parishioners doing most of the work 

6



Risks

• Cannot reverse aging, attendance and participation trends
• Consolidation by the Archdiocese into another parish
• ChaseRe owns the parking lot behind the church and other space 

around the church and may decide to develop a structure or business 
that would not be compatible with St. Mary’s mission
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Risks – Current Layout
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Potential Benefits
• Revitalized area: It will revitalize an area of the city and hence the livelihood of St. Mary’s 

that was severely impacted when 35E was put in decades ago.
• Ready pool of new potential parishioners:  It will bring in a minimum of 150- 200 

residents as our neighbors who would be welcomed by St. Mary’s as means of outreach 
to have them become parishioners at some point. 

• Extended pool of new potential parishioners: With the possibilities of retail space on the 
1st floor on the Wacouta side, it has the potential of attracting even more people into the 
area and possible church goers.

• Very low financial risk:  Over the course of 30 years, St. Mary’s would be guaranteed
$MM’s in parking space rental revenue, The church property value should go up.

• Eliminates risk of less friendly buyer:  We know the new buyer and they are someone we 
can work with and they are reputable.  If it does not go to ChaseRe, we may be stuck with 
a new owner who does not want to work with us and could build anything they want 
behind our building.
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